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North County Water and Wastewater Agencies Receive Statewide Award for Community
Engagement

Encinitas, CA—Today, Olivenhain Municipal Water District, San Elijo Joint Powers Authority, and Leucadia Wastewater
District received California Water Environment Association’s statewide award for Community Engagement and
Outreach Program of the Year. The award recognizes the success of the agencies’ 2025 Water Career Day.

The Water Career Day event brought together water and wastewater professionals, high school and community college
students, and military veterans. Participants explored various career paths through interactive stations and
demonstrations.

“We're proud to receive this recognition for Water Career Day and to help shine a light on the rewarding careers
available in the wastewater and water industry. Inspiring students today is key to building the skilled workforce needed
to maintain our critical infrastructure that our communities will rely on well into the future,” noted Leucadia
Wastewater District board president Matthew Brown.

“This recognition for Water Career Day 2025 reflects our commitment to the community and our staff, the unsung
heroes that work at the San Elijo Water Campus making clean water a way of life,” said Luke Shaffer, board president of
the San Elijo Joint Powers Authority. “By welcoming students and veterans, we’re encouraging the next generation to
explore careers that protect public health and the environment.”

“OMWD is honored to be recognized statewide for Water Career Day,” said OMWD board secretary Christy Guerin.
“The hands-on stations offered participants a unique glimpse into water industry jobs. This award-winning program
encourages all public agencies to invest now in public service career education, helping to build a strong and
dependable workforce for the future.”
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Olivenhain Municipal Water District is a public agency providing water, wastewater services, recycled water,
hydroelectricity, and operation of Elfin Forest Recreational Reserve. Organized in 1959, OMWD currently serves
approximately 87,000 customers over 48 square miles in northern San Diego County.

The San Elijo Joint Powers Authority is a local leader in environmental stewardship, providing award winning wastewater
treatment and recycled water services for the communities of Encinitas, Solana Beach, Del Mar and Rancho Santa Fe.

Leucadia Wastewater District was formed in 1959 to collect, transport, and treat wastewater and provide recycled water

for irrigation. LWD provides service to about 60,000 customers in a 16-square-mile area that includes La Costa, Leucadia,
and the Village Park area of Encinitas. LWD manages about 4 million gallons of treated wastewater daily.

For Immediate Release

Page 1 of 2



April 9, 2026

Contact

Kimberly A. Thorner

General Manager, Olivenhain Municipal Water District
760-753-6466

kthorner@olivenhain.com

Michael T. Thornton

General Manager, San Elijo Joint Powers Authority
760-753-6203

thornton@sejpa.org

Paul J. Bushee

General Manager, Leucadia Wastewater District
760-753-0155

pbushee@lwwd.org

On the Web
https://www.olivenhain.com/news/north-county-water-and-wastewater-agencies-receive-statewide-award-for-
community-engagement/
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