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Turn Off Irrigation During and After Rainstorms   
Take more WaterSmart steps now as atmospheric rivers deliver needed moisture  
 
December 29, 2022 – A series of storms bringing much needed rain to the San Diego region is 
also a reminder for residents and businesses to turn off irrigation systems when wet weather is 
predicted and for at least a week after significant rainfall.  

While a series of atmospheric rivers is boosting Sierra snowpack and easing dry conditions 
statewide, there is still a long way to go to overcome three extremely dry years. Water-saving 
actions today can help conserve more of our most precious natural resource for when it’s needed 
most. 

“Outdoor watering accounts for at least half of a 
typical household’s water use, which means that 
cutting back on irrigation during damp and cool 
periods is one of the easiest ways to live 
WaterSmart,” said Efren Lopez, a water resources 
specialist for the San Diego County Water 
Authority. “With a half-inch of rain in many areas 
on Tuesday night and several more damp days in 
the forecast, this is the perfect time to turn off the 
sprinklers for an extended period.” 

Despite the most severe drought conditions in more than 1,200 years, San Diego County 
continues to have enough water to meet demands due to major investments in water conservation 
and supplies. The region’s long-term supply reliability depends on a continued commitment to 
water-use efficiency indoors and outdoors by homes and businesses both large and small. 
 
Rain barrels are one easy way to save water. “Water stored in rain barrels can gradually be 
released into landscapes between rains,” said Lopez. “With our region’s traditionally wet months 
just ahead, this is a great way to increase your outdoor water efficiency.” 
 
Other tips and resources are at www.watersmartsd.org. The site is filled with information about 
conservation incentives, and it includes tools, classes and programs designed to make the most of 
saving water.  

WaterSmart Resources 

 Commercial and residential rebates 
 Landscape makeover classes 
 Indoor and outdoor incentives  
 Turf replacement  

 For details go to watersmartsd.org. 

http://www.watersmartsd.org/
http://www.watersmartsd.org/


# # # 

The San Diego County Water Authority sustains a $240 billion regional economy and the quality 
of life for 3.3 million residents through a multi-decade water supply diversification plan, major 
infrastructure investments and forward-thinking policies that promote fiscal and environmental 
responsibility. A public agency created in 1944, the Water Authority delivers wholesale water 
supplies to 24 retail water providers, including cities, special districts and a military base. 
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