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Water Authority Distributes $10.4 Million More to Member Agencies 
A total of $90.7 million from successful rate litigation helps offset current and future 
inflationary pressures 
 
May 26, 2022 – The San Diego County Water Authority’s Board of Directors voted on Thursday 
to distribute $10.4 million to its 24 member agencies as a result of the agency’s successful rate 
litigation against the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California. The money is from 
attorneys’ fees paid by MWD to the Water Authority.  
 
The refund brings the total refunds from the Water Authority’s rate case lawsuits to $90.7 
million, following two distributions totaling more than $80 million to local member agencies in 
2021. Member agencies received refunds based on their portion of purchased water. 
 
Over the past several years, the Water Authority won key issues in several related cases 
contesting MWD’s rates, and was deemed by the Court to be the prevailing party in the 2010-
2014 cases. That means MWD paid legal fees and charges in addition to damages and interest. 
 
Besides the cash distributions, the court rulings also help avoid future overcharges by MWD and 
thereby minimize future disputes over MWD’s rates charged to transport the Water Authority’s 
Colorado River water supplies through MWD facilities. Those charges – if they had continued – 
would have cost San Diego County residents more than $500 million over the life of the Water 
Authority’s water delivery contract with MWD. 
 
The rate case lawsuits generated other substantial benefits, including an increase in the Water 
Authority’s preferential rights to MWD water by approximately 100,000 acre-feet a year, 
equivalent to about twice the annual production of the $1 billion Carlsbad Desalination Project. 
 
Another outcome of the lawsuits affirmed the Water Authority’s access to MWD programs 
supporting development of local supplies and water-efficiency measures. Since the court ruled it 
was illegal for MWD to prohibit the Water Authority from accessing these programs, the Water 
Authority has secured almost $500 million in local project benefits for the San Diego region, 
helping to lower the costs of Pure Water San Diego, East County Advanced Water Purification 
Program, and Pure Water Oceanside. 
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The Water Authority is seeking to conclude the remaining elements of the litigation as quickly as 
possible, while continuing to work collaboratively with MWD on critical issues such as drought 
response and resource planning.  
 
Background about the litigation is at www.sdcwa.org/projects-programs/programs/metropolitan-
water-district/mwd-rate-case/.  
 

 
 

# # # 

The San Diego County Water Authority sustains a $240 billion regional economy and the quality 
of life for 3.3 million residents through a multi-decade water supply diversification plan, major 
infrastructure investments and forward-thinking policies that promote fiscal and environmental 
responsibility. A public agency created in 1944, the Water Authority delivers wholesale water 
supplies to 24 retail water providers, including cities, special districts and a military base. 
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