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Editor’s note: Rebates, water efficiency tips, and other resources are at www.watersmartsd.org.  
 
MWD’s Water-Use Mandates Don’t Impact San Diego Region  
Water Authority strongly encourages voluntary conservation  

April 26, 2022 – “The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California’s Board of Directors 
today voted to implement a series of actions to address serious water shortages in parts of its 
service area that solely depend on the State Water Project. Those restrictions do not directly 
affect residents and businesses who receive water from the San Diego County Water Authority 
through their retail water provider because our region is not currently receiving water from the 
State Water Project.  

“The San Diego region continues to have reliable water supplies for 2022 and beyond due to a 
long-term commitment to conservation and investments in a diversified water supply portfolio, 
including drought-resilient sources like the Claude “Bud” Lewis Carlsbad Desalination Plant. 
However, extreme drought conditions are felt widely across the West, and we strongly support 
agencies taking appropriate conservation actions where they are needed. 

“The Water Authority’s Board of Directors has not enacted water-use mandates as we wait for 
the State Water Board’s direction and final emergency regulations in late May. In addition, 
Water Authority’s diversified supplies remain intact. 

“We continue to support the Governor’s call for increased voluntary conservation at homes and 
businesses. We encourage actions such as taking shorter showers and fixing leaks immediately, 
along taking advantage of rebates for replacing turf with landscapes that are WaterSmart and 
climate-appropriate.” 

— Sandra L. Kerl, General Manager, San Diego County Water Authority  
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The San Diego County Water Authority sustains a $253 billion regional economy and the quality 
of life for 3.3 million residents through a multi-decade water supply diversification plan, major 
infrastructure investments and forward-thinking policies that promote fiscal and environmental 
responsibility. A public agency created in 1944, the Water Authority delivers wholesale water 
supplies to 24 retail water providers, including cities, special districts and a military base. 
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