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Water Authority General Manager Issues Statement on Governor Newsom’s
Expanded Drought Proclamation
July 8, 2021 – Sandra L. Kerl, general manager of the San Diego County Water Authority, issued
the following statement on today’s expanded drought declaration and proclamation of a state
emergency by Gov. Gavin Newsom and his call for Californians to voluntarily reduce water use
by 15%:
“While the San Diego region is thankfully drought-safe this summer due to sound planning and
decades-long ratepayer investments in new water supplies and storage and adoption of water
conservation as a way of life, we must also be part of the statewide movement now underway to
address water supply challenges created by drought and climate change in other parts of
California.
“The Water Authority strongly supports the governor’s call for the public to voluntarily cutback
water use by 15% in order to allow local, regional and state water agencies to plan and take the
steps necessary under these changed conditions to maximize the availability of limited water
supplies going forward, through the investment of state funding and implementation of other
provisions of the Governor’s Proclamation of a State Emergency and Executive Order N-10-21
calling for water conservation.
“The Water Authority will be working closely with our member agencies and with the
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California over the next several days, weeks and
months, to design and implement strategies to maximize water supply development in
collaboration with Governor Newsom and state agencies, in order to protect California.”
Information about the Water Authority’s water-use-efficiency programs is at
www.watersmartsd.org/.
###
The San Diego County Water Authority sustains a $253 billion regional economy and the quality
of life for 3.3 million residents through a multi-decade water supply diversification plan, major
infrastructure investments and forward-thinking policies that promote fiscal and environmental

responsibility. A public agency created in 1944, the Water Authority delivers wholesale water
supplies to 24 retail water providers, including cities, special districts and a military base.
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