
	

													 	
		
	
Water	Districts	Work	Together	to	Save	Ratepayers	Money	
	
Encinitas,	CA—Olivenhain	Municipal	Water	District	and	Vallecitos	Water	District	have	
entered	into	an	agreement	that	will	allow	for	cooperative	use	of	Vallecitos’	Double	Peak	
Reservoir	site	in	San	Marcos.	The	arrangement	is	expected	to	save	OMWD	ratepayers	
over	$100,000.	
	
The	partnership	enables	OMWD	to	take	advantage	of	Double	Peak’s	location,	which	
overlooks	much	of	OMWD’s	service	area,	by	reducing	the	amount	of	equipment	
necessary	to	complete	an	upgrade	of	OMWD’s	communication	network.		
	
“Now	more	than	ever,	we	are	looking	for	ways	to	maximize	organizational	efficiencies	
and	save	our	ratepayers	money,”	said	OMWD	Board	President	Ed	Sprague.	“OMWD	
and	Vallecitos	have	worked	together	on	many	projects	over	the	years	that	have	
streamlined	operations	and	saved	money	for	ratepayers.	This	is	another	opportunity	to	
do	both	while	continuing	our	collaborative	relationship	with	Vallecitos.”	
	
One	such	mutually	beneficial	project	is	a	contract	between	the	two	water	districts	
through	which	Vallecitos	purchases	treatment	services	from	OMWD’s	David	C.	
McCollom	Water	Treatment	Plant	at	a	lower	rate	than	is	offered	by	regional	water	
wholesalers.	As	a	result,	Vallecitos	receives	a	reduced	per-unit	purchase	cost	of	water.		
	
OMWD	benefits	because	it	can	sell	surplus	treatment	services	which	offsets	water	
treatment	costs	and	improves	efficiency	by	allowing	its	plant	to	run	at	full	capacity.	
Additionally,	both	water	districts	participate	in	the	North	San	Diego	Water	Reuse	
Coalition,	which	works	to	expand	the	use	of	recycled	water	in	north	San	Diego	County.		
	
Over	the	last	decade,	the	Coalition	has	secured	$7.5	million	in	state	grant	funding	to	
increase	north	San	Diego	County’s	recycled	water	portfolio	by	over	110	million	gallons	
annually.	Furthermore,	recycled	water	in	the	Northwest	Quadrant	of	OMWD’s	service	
area,	which	includes	portions	of	Carlsbad	and	Encinitas,	is	supplied	in	part	by	Vallecitos’	
Meadowlark	Reclamation	Facility	and	Mahr	Reservoir.	
	
"We	are	very	proud	of	the	cooperative	relationship	that	has	been	established	with	
OMWD,	as	both	of	our	agencies	value	innovative	solutions	to	regional	issues.	This	
agreement	shows	how	local	agencies	can	work	together	to	share	limited	resources	to	
provide	greater	cost-savings,	which	will	ultimately	benefit	both	agency's	customers,"	
said	VWD	Board	President	Betty	Evans.	
	
	



	
	
	
The	board	of	directors	for	OMWD	and	Vallecitos	approved	the	agreement	at	their	June	
17	and	July	1	board	meetings,	respectively.	OMWD	will	install	its	communications	
equipment	at	Double	Peak	Reservoir	this	fall.	
	
#		#		#	

Olivenhain	Municipal	Water	District	is	a	public	agency	providing	water,	wastewater	
services,	recycled	water,	hydroelectricity,	and	operation	of	Elfin	Forest	Recreational	
Reserve.	Organized	in	1959,	OMWD	currently	serves	approximately	86,000	customers	
over	48	square	miles	in	northern	San	Diego	County.	
		
As	an	independent	special	district,	Vallecitos	Water	District	is	dedicated	to	providing	
water,	wastewater,	and	reclamation	services	to	over	105,000	people	in	a	45-square-mile	
area	that	includes	San	Marcos;	the	community	of	Lake	San	Marcos;	portions	of	Carlsbad,	
Escondido	and	Vista;	and	other	surrounding	unincorporated	areas.	Board	meetings	are	
televised	on	San	Marcos	TV.	Visit	www.san-marcos.net/smtv	for	a	complete	
programming	schedule.	
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Contact	
Kimberly	Thorner,	General	Manager,	Olivenhain	Municipal	Water	District,	760-753-
6466,	kthorner@olivenhain.com	
Glenn	Pruim,	General	Manager,	Vallecitos	Water	District,	760-744-
0460,	dposvar@vwd.org	
		
On	the	Web	
https://www.olivenhain.com/news/water-districts-work-together-to-save-ratepayers-
money/	
		
	


